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Violins are generally either factory made (at the beginner / starter level), or
handcrafted (from a few hundred dollars up to multi-million pound italian
antiques!).

Nowadays, some of the best factory instruments are very well made indeed,
especially when they are hand-finished and set up by experienced luthiers.

If you're starting to play from the very beginning, then a 'beginner violin
outfit' is probably more than adequate for the first few months (or even
years!) of learning. We'll learn about this option in the next lesson.

When to Upgrade

A good principle is to start your learning with a basic instrument, and then
upgrade when you feel that your playing is starting to be limited by your
existing instrument.

The more sophisticated the violin, the more 'tone colours' and types of
sound you're going to be able to create from the sound.

Your imagination is the key here; if you can imagine it, you can refine your
technique until you can create it. As well as acquiring the technique (which
we're going to guide you through, later in this guide!) you also need to
make sure that your violin has adequate capability for generating the sound
that you're aiming for.

In the early months of learning, you won't need to worry about this, as you'll
be focused on generating a beautifully smooth, consistent basic sound - for
which a beginner outfit is more than adequate.

But once you've mastered that and you begin to think more about
expression and variety of tone production, then you'll want a more
powerful, richer-sounding instrument to help you do that.



